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If you are new to college and don't want to follow the crowd and join a fraternity or sorority, where do you turn? What if you could be part of a group that encourages you and helps you get through college without all the stress and drama? Is there such a group? Some might cringe with the mention of 'church', but it is surprisingly a place of solace and peace during college life. It is  truly a place to believe, belong, and become.

Many students grow up in a church environment. Most families believe that raising their children in a church could benefit that child and teach them some good morals to live by. As children grow up and leave home, however, they are forced to make their own choices. Some choose to go to college and some choose another path like getting a job or staying at home with their parents. Each of these choices is based on where that person wants to belong. An important choice that young adults face is picking which environment to belong to. A church home of any sort is a great starting point for a young adult. Every college freshman that truly wants a place to feel welcome, get involved, and learn more about life should visit different churches around their college. A great place to get involved in Lubbock, Texas is Sunset Church of Christ.

Lubbock is the well-known home of Texas Tech University. People are not aware, however, that it also houses Lubbock Christian University, Wayland Baptist University, and South Plains College, along with other small specialized schools. With so many schools in the area, there are alot of students searching for a place to connect with other college students. Many students are able to get plugged in to sororities and fraternities, but what about those students that need more direction and deeper study on what their purpose is in life? There are churches around the country that invest a great deal into their college programs and reaching out to students. It is highly beneficial for a college freshman to find these churches and get involved.

For example, Sunset Church of Christ is the home of SIBI, Sunset International Bible Institute and AIM, Adventures in Missions. The first is a school of preaching, where students of many ages attend for two years in order to earn a diploma and go and preach as a career. The second is a three-year program designed for younger students just out of high school and college that want to work in the mission field. Each of these programs is filled with young adults ranging from 18-26 years old. This age group is a great group to get involved with and get to know at the church. It would be beneficial to get to know people the same age so you would always have a support group in the city that you are going to school. College freshmen and other students that attend the 1,800 member church form long-lasting bonds with these students as they go through their training.

Sunset Church of Christ has a college ministry and minister directed solely at reaching those in college in Lubbock. This ministry was formed 12 years ago and is called Cross Campus Student Ministries. The group has about 200 current students that attend Wednesday night "Uplift" and Sunday morning service. Cross Campus is a great way to meet fellow classmates and even students that might attend other colleges in the area. It also is a great tool to get involved with the community and the rest of the church. The students in Cross Campus gather once a month in families' homes and have what they call "Family Night". Family Night is a time for fellowship and food on a Sunday night. Certain young families in the congregation are rotated each month and they cook dinner for 60-80 college students. It is a great time to meet the young families and to mingle and eat with your fellow classmates! Another great meeting place for Cross Campus students is the less-overwhelming night of volleyball that is held every Thursday night. A group of about 30 students gather at eight o'clock every Thursday in the gym and play two-three hours of volleyball. The sport started as a hobby two years ago but it has become a regular occurrence and a great time for getting to know people.

